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A GREAT a“ 

BIG FILTHY 
MESS! 
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SOME OF THESE 
PILES ARE ACTUALLY A 

DANGER TO US. IF THEY WERE 
TO FALL OVER ON ONE OF US, 
WE'D DIE OF STARVATION | 
BEFORE THEY COULD DIG 4 

US OUT AGAIN. 
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AND WE'RE : 
FINALLY ON THE 
THRESHOLD OF 
DROWNING 

hapler 
Oye of 
TheG 

NOW 
YOU KNOW 

NONSENSE, 
PRINCE 

. CHARMING. 

In which a good 

man whose only 

job was to stay 
in the back- 

ground and 

keep the 

floors clean is 

SL ee 

avs 

finally forced to \ 

realize all of 

the horrors of 

his life. 
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YOU KNOW | 
AS WELL AS I DO 

THAT THE CITIZENS OF 
FABLETOWN ARE SO MAD 
AT EACH OF US THEY'D 
NEVER TRY TODIG £ 

US OUT AGAIN. 

OCCASIONAL 
MOMENTS, 
DARLING. 

y ONLY BUFKIN KNOWS 
WHERE EACH BOOK GOES. 
HE KEEPS IT ALL IN HIS HEAD 
SOMEHOW--HIS ONE SPECIAL 

TALENT. WHAT'S THE 
TERM? \DIOT 

SAVANT? 

BECAUSE ONLY 
BOY BLUE COULD EVER 

GET HIM TO DO HIS WORK, AND 
YOU SENT BLUE AWAY TO THE | 

FARM. I'LL VENTURE I 
KNOW BLUE'S SECRET, 

THOUGH. 

> \ 
= ny 

OH, YOU'RE SO 
DROLL. SO FUNNY. 
AND A REALLY BIG 

HELP. 

WHY IS ITSO 
IMPOSSIBLE TO GET 
THIS CRAP CLEANEY 

UPzZ 

WE'VE GOT 
A HUNDRED MILLION Nf 

SQUARE FEET OF SHELF 
SPACE IN THIS OFFICE BUT 
WE CAN'T FIND ANY ROOM 

LX 10 RE-SHELVE THESE 

[ WHY WON'T 
BUFKIN GET 

BLUE ALWAYS 
TREATED BUFKIN AS 

A FRIEND AND EQUAL, 
WHILE YOU TREAT HIM, 
AT THE BEST OF TIMES, 

LIKE AN INDENTURED 4 
SERVANT. 
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—> _WHATIF 

Y I THREATEN TO cast 7 WORK, MR. 
f & THAT DAMNED 7 eyor Bur, 

] AWARE OF HOW 
\ MONKEY TO THE £ 
mS FARM2 

2 

SOMETHING ELSE 
IN YOUR FACE 
AT WORST. 

HAVE I 
MENTIONED YET 

TODAY HOW MUCH 
I HATE THIS 

JOB? 
OH, MISS 

RIDING HOOD. I 
DIDN'T SEE YOU 

CHEE 
| 

Cl 

a) Pe 
I DIDN'T I THOUGHT I'D --DON'T PUT A LOT 

WANT TO INTRUDE JUST TRY AGAIN TO YEAH, ¥ OF PRESSURE ON HIM 
ON YOUR IMPORTANT | | GET AMBROSE TO EAT GOON RIGHT NOW, EVEN THOUGH 
MATTERS OF STATE, SOMETHING. IS HE : BACK, IT'S FOR HIS OWN GOOD. 

MR. MAYOR. STILL IN THAT ONLY-- 
CHAPEL ROOM? RETURNED, SO IT'S AS 

IF HIS FAMILY ONLY 
4 RECENTLY... il 

WELL, YOU KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED. EVERYONE 
ELSE DOES NOW. FLY NEEDS s I REALIZE 

SOME TIME TO SORT - =f THAT, MR. MAYOR, T'LL 
THINGS OUT. __<4 INTRUDE AS LITTLE AS 

eam POSSIBLE. 



NOT AS 
UNPLEASING A 
THOUGHT AS YOU 
MIGHT IMAGINE. 

~ AND THANK 
YOU, RIDING Hoop. YW 

fA you'reEAGOOD JA} 
MR FRIEND. 

AMBROSE-- 

( 

(a5 ) 



NO! NOL 
NO! ANY 

YOU'RE 
NOT GOING TO +) 

am GET AWAY WITH JIN” = 
THIS! Za 
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YOU'RE JUST L, Ors *\_ | THIS IS ei 
LS ~ NONE OF YOUR }i GOING TO GIVE UP. WHERE A = oe ertity 1 

REAL MAN WOULD GET ANGRY? BY) \\ \ ! 4 
A REAL MAN W y Nee A 

rs VS | 
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I'VE NEVER ALLOWED 
MYSELF A TIME TO MOURN MY FAMILY. 

INSTEAD I FORCED MYSELF TO FORGET 
THEM, FOR CENTURIES. HOW 

> PATHETIC IS THAT? SO 

IT'S TIME TO 
TEND TO IT. 

MAYBE SO, THEY TELL ME YOU WERE 
BUT NOT AT THE ] A PRINCE. I DON'T BELIEVE IT, 

COST OF KILLING R\ BECAUSE A REAL MAN OF THE GENTRY 
YOURSELF IN THE HAS A SENSE OF DUTY BEYOND 

PROCESS. : HIS OWN MISERY. 
I HAVE WHERE'S 

NO INTENTION OF ~~ YOUR RAGE? WHERE'S 
MOURNING YOU, \ YOUR RIGHTEOUS 

: 4 FURY? AMBROSE, SO YOU'RE 
JUST GOING TO 

HAVE TO FIND SOME 
OTHER WAY. 

I CAN'T BE 
ANY MORE THAN A 
FRIEND TO YOU, 
RIDING HOOD. WE 
CAN NEVER BE 
TOGETHER 

AS-- 

ALL THINGS 
HAVE TO BE DONE 

PROPERLY. 



I UNDERSTAND \Y 
YOU THINK YOU'RE 

BECAUSE YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE WHO 
KNOWS WHERE 
EVERYTHING 

IS. 

WELL, 
MR. BUFKIN, 
HAT'S ABOUT 

O END. 

“T'VELONG 
THOUGHT WE SHOULD SS 
INSTITUTE AN ACTUAL, 
FORMAL CATALOGUING 

= SYSTEM. 

AND NOW, 
Mx by SINCE YOU CLEARLY 

ieee! | NO LONGER INTEND TO DO 
i YOUR WORK, IT'S HIGH | 

x TIME TO BEGIN IT. <i ; 
— = 

SO, IF EVERY BOOK ISN'T 
CLEANED UP OFF OUR FLOORS 
AND PROPERLY STACKED BY THE 4 WHERE'S 

END OF THE DAy, T WILL S OUR JACK 
KILL YOU. KETCH?2 

a TELL HIM 
TO GET INTO HIS 
OFFICIAL HEAD- 
CHOPPING GEAR 
AND REPORT FOR 

DUTY! 



GOOD 
AFTERNOON, 
BABA YAGA. 
READY FOR 

IS IT 
TUESDAY AGAIN 

ALREADY? My, HOW 
TIME FLIES. NOW, 
WHERE WI 

WE 

WE WERE 
DISCUSSING EMPIRE 

LEADERSHIP. WE FINALLY 
DISCOVERED WHO THE 

ADVERSARY IS FROM OTHER 
SOURCES. THE CAPTURED 

WOODEN HEADS 
CAN BE QU/TE 

TALKATIVE. 

; YOU ONLY KEPT THE 
7 HEADS? WHAT DID YOU DO 
WITH THE BODIES? THEY WERE 
ALSO CARVED FROM SACRED 
WOOD AND ARE NOT TO 

BE WASTED. 

IF YOU REBEL 
FABLES HAVE DESTROYED 

THEM, THEN IT'S ANOTHER 
CRIME TO BE ADDED To 
YOUR EVER-GROWING 

LEDGER. 

THEY WERE TOSSED 
DOWN THE WITCHING WELL, 

ALONG WITH THE REST OF THE 
DEAD FROM BOTH SIDES OF 

THE BATTLE. 

THE WITCHING 
WELL? SO YOU D/D MANAGE 

TO STEAL IT AWAY FROM THE 
HOMELANDS. HOW DELIGHTFUL 

TO FINALLY HAVE THAT 
CONFIRMED. 

ERE 
2 

BUT IF YOU'D 
LIKE TO CONFIRM THOSE 

INTELLIGENCES-- 

DO YOU SEE, LITTLE GIRL? 
YOU THINK YOU'RE THE ONE VV 
QUESTIONING ME, BUT I WILL 

. ALWAYS LEARN MUCH 
, MORE FROM You. 

THAT'S WHY I 
SO LOVE THE TIME I'M 

SPENDING HERE AS YOUR 
CAPTIVE. YOU DIVULGE SO MUCH. 



A SIMPLE 
QUESTION PERHAPS, 

Wo AMBASSADOR, BUT ONE THAT 
HOURS DEMANDS A MORE COMPLEX, 
LATER... NUANCED ANSWER. WHAT 

HEADS MIGHT YOU BE 

WE ALREADY — 
KNOW YOU'VE CAPTURED \, 

REFERRING TO? 

SOME OF THE WOODEN HEADS. 
YOUR WOLF ADMITTED AS MUCH 
DURING HIS TERRORIST STRIKE 

INTO OUR LANDS. 

San 
QUESTION IS 

A SIMPLE ONE, 
PRINCE 

CHARMING. , 

ret T Tt \ FOR THE CAPTURED 
HEADS? : 

: 
= 

A SMALL MUNDY 
PARK, THREE BLOCKS 
FROM FABLETOWN. 

=a a WHAT BO YOU WANT IN wee ee ar iaiue Q AH, RETURN FOR LETTING US KNOW 
, IBEGINTO &% HOW MANY WOODEN HEADS you A FEW THat SurviveD ) / UNDERSTAND. HAVE IN CAPTIVITY? 

THE FIRES AND WIND LET ME RECOM- 
STORM, POSE MY INITIAL 

% QUESTION, EAL a 
LET'S SEE. WHAT DO 

WE WANT? 
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4 HERE, AMBASSADOR, THIS IS A MASTER ‘ 
SHERIFF, LIST OF EVERY MISSING RELATIVE, FRIEND, 

WILL YOU HAND ME SWEETHEART, TREASURED NEIGHBOR, OR 
THE BOOK? _4>~.. WHAT-HAVE-YOU, OF CONCERN TO 

OUR COMMUNITY. 

ARE FOLKS WHO Va 
NEVER MADE IT OUT 

OF THE HOME- 

’ WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT = 
HAPPENED TO THEM. ARE THEY VJ YOU FIND 
DEAD? CAPTIVE? DO THEY HAVE ” THAT OUT FOR US, 
DESCENDANTS? WHERE ARE | IN DETA/L, AND WE'LL 

THEY NOW? ET CETERA. .@@ GIVE YOU YOUR LIST 
: OF SURVIVING 

HEADS. 

BUT THIS-- 
Y IT COULD TAKE 
YEARS TO TRACK 

BEST GET STARTED, THEN. READY TO GO, \|W 
YOU HAVE OUR PHONE NUMBER SHERIFF? 

WHEN YOU'RE DONE. _ 



al 
THAT I COULDN'T 

HELP BUT NOT/CE 
YOU WERE ENJOYING 

YOURSELF. 

IT'S THE OLD 
Y SWORD FIGHTER IN 
ME. I DEARLY LOVE 
POKING HOLES IN 
POMPOUS BLOW- 

HARDS. 
HOW ARE 

OUR NEW INVISIBLE 
ZEPHYR AGENTS DOING? 
ARE THEY KEEPING 
TRACK OF THEIR 

TARGETS? 

YES AND NO. THEY = “FOLLOWED STINKY- ~ 
TRACK THEIR PREY JUST nn’ BREATHING ONE TODAY. HE 

FINE, BUT THEIR REPORTS > WALKED PAST THE NICE TREE 
AREN'T EASY TO INTERPRET. ~~ AND THERE WAS A PRETTY COLOR 

= THEN HE TURNED ONTO T 
CULTURAL BACKGROUND \\ y VP STREET T LIKE, WHERE IT 

THAT MAKES SENSE RAINED BEFORE. a 
TO US. 

ee =. “THEN HE ATE 
FOR —— PIG MEAT AND BREAD 

EXAMPLE. AND TOMATOES AND ONIONS 
AND MILKY WHITE GOO AND 
STINKY YELLOW GOO, ALL 

PUT TOGETHER.” AND 
SO ON. | 

ELEMENTARY 

TO WORK ON THEIR 
TRAINING. MAYBE WE 
SHOULD SEND THEM 
TO OUR SCHOOLS, 
STARTING WITH THE 

GRADES2 



(JX 
a7 =|T GO MEETING ry 

WITH THE ENEMY, Jom 
SIR2 

“i 

NO CHANCE AT ALL, MR. 
GRIMBLE. I WON'T FLAUNT 
SOME REPLACEMENT IN 

FLY'S FACE WHEN HE'S 
‘dena’ FEELING HIS 

: WE'LL JUST HAVE 
TO MUDDLE ALONG UNTIL 

HE'S READY TO COME BACK 
TO WORK. IN THE MEANTIME, 

I SUGGEST YOU PITCH 

a 

A HIN 

Pa 

A 
hy 

EEE 
on SHORT-- ANY 

Y GET OFF YOUR 
D END AND GRAB 

A BROOM AND A 
MOP. 
—, 

ELSE 

VY’ NOT TO SPOIL YOUR GOOD N 
MOOD, SIR, BUT WHEN ARE WE 
GOING 10 GET SOME CLEANING 
HERE? FLY'S NOT BEEN TO WORK 
FOR WEEKS AND THIS PLACE 

IS AMESS. 

ANY CHANCE 
WE CAN GET ANOTHER 
JANITOR FROM ONE OF 
THE OTHER BUILDINGS 
TO CLEAN THIS PIG- 

Ss 

ANYTHING 

YOU WITH? 
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OH,  * 
THERE YOU 

ARE. 

GOOD. I I CAN NOR CAN 

WANTED TO RESIGN BE I CONTINUE 
| fl WoRKING oFF AN Y/ ony Dip iT 

MP TAKE THIS i eee =| Bh EnvLess Series |/ 10 Keer you 
OF IMAGINARY HERE SAFE 

CRIMES. WITH US, 
FLY. 

I KNOW, AND 
I'M GRATEFUL FOR 

WHAT YOU DID. I NEED 
FAMILY AROUND ME TO 
BE HAPPY AND EVERY- 
ONE HERE PROVIDED 

ONE FOR ME. 

ALWAYS TREASURE 
YOUR KINDNESS AND 

FRIENDSHIP. 

7 But now i's time NW ipNno N\ 1 
+ Ao TEND TO MY REAL W ONE HAS ay \ 

UP TO THE FARM 
THIS AFTER- / 

NOON. 



ENTOWBRIC 
ROADHOUSE 

oh 

NY STILL PRETENDING 
I HELP YOu, FRAU WY TO BE THE BLIND MAN, I 

bs TOTENKINDER? (| SEE, BUT THAT DOESN'T 
7 FOOL ME, KAY--EVEN IF 

I WEREN'T THE ONE 
TO GROW YOUR 
EYES BACK. 

4\ =< 
YY 

y . 

1, 

Xgia ah 
8 a 2 

rf 
WM Wi 

Ky “GB 

a HERE. TAKE MY THEY USED TO, BACK WHEN HER j tA 
<< w GROCERIES. IMAGINE HUSBAND WAS STILL ALIVE. HE WASN'T fe 
\——s THAT SNOOTY LITTLE MISS A BAD SORT FOR AN OLD TRANSFORMED 

MUFFET, EXPECTING A FRAIL SPIDER. BUT SHE'S NEVER CARED 
ad | OLD LADY TO CARRY wp FOR ME. NOT THAT ONE. 

HER OWN SHOPPING 

HOME. WELL, I'M GLAD TO 
BE OF HELP TO YOU, MA‘AM, 

EVEN THOUGH WE BOTH KNOW 
YOU HARDLY NEED ANY HELP 

CARRYING A SINGLE BAG 
OF GROCERIES. 

7 



I KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE 

a. PLANNING TO 2 WH. | AT 
{ WOULD THAT BE, 

YOUNG MAN. DON'T BE Se) | 
FRESH WITH ME. I ASKED a) CHILD COULD _ 
YOUR HELP BECAUSE T SEE IT, IF THEY'D 
THOUGHT WE SHOULD ONLY PAY ATTENTION. 

TALK, YOU AND THE PRESSURE'S BUILD- 
ye ING UP IN YOU, ISN'T IT? 

YOU'RE ABOUT TO 
GOUGE YOUR 

I DISLIKE THE 
THINGS I SEE IN PEOPLE-- 

ESPECIALLY MY FRIENDS. 
WEARING A BLINDFOLD DOESN'T 
HELP, BECAUSE THE URGE TO 

RIP IT OFF AND LOOK IS 
TOO STRONG. 

REMOVING 
MY EYES IS--WELL, 

IT'S THE ONLY TIME T 
CAN KNOW ANY 

PEACE. 

1 DAO Ka P, THAT's 100 Bap, euT rN OA 
| DON'T LIKE MY WORK BEING 
| K DESTROYED. AND WE'RE GOING 
| BC 10 NEED YOUR PENETRATING 

_ GAZE SOON. OH YES, | 
f 

YOUR WAY FROM TIME 

WE WILL. 

TO TIME? 

THAT SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN? 4 

I KNOW 
WHAT YOu'VE BEEN . 

UP TO, FRAU TOTENKINDER, T 
KNOW HOW YOU REALLY GET 
YOUR POWER IN THIS WORLD. 

AND SUCH POWER 
IT 1S. 



V YOu USED TO TAKE ONLY TWO 
YOUNG LIVES A YEAR, ANP NOW 
HOW MANY IS IT2 HOW MANY 

HUNDREDS? HOW 

I'M SURPRISED ANYONE ACTUALLY 
BELIEVES YOU GET IT FROM BLEEDING A WEE 
BIT FROM EACH NEWBORN FABLE CHILD. WHAT 

DO YOU DO WITH THAT BLOOD? 
MUCH POWER CAN YOu 

POSSIBLY NEED? A 

I INVEST 
MY WEALTH IN ¥ 

PERFECTLY LEGAL 
WAYS AMONG THE 

MUNDY. 
5 

= 
I FLUSH IT 

DOWN THE COMMODE. IT'S 
USELESS TO ME. BUT, FOR THE 

COMMUNITY'S PEACE OF MIND, IT'S 
IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN 

THE PRETENSE. 

LEGAL PERHAPS, BUT HARDLY 
REPUTABLE BY OUR STANDARDS. 
\ AND IF YOUR METHODS ARE 

I'M A PRIVATE WOMAN. 
MY BUSINESS IS NO ONE 

ELSE'S. AND WHY ARE YOU 
SUDDENLY SO INTENT ON 
STICKING YOUR NOSE 

INTO IT2 

BECAUSE YOU OWE MORE TO ™% 
FABLETOWN THAN YOU CURRENTLY 
CONTRIBUTE. I CAN SEE SOME OF 
WHAT YOU'VE SEEN TAKING PLACE 

IN THE HOMELANDS. 

AND YOU 
PLAN TO TELL THEM-- 
OUR SO-CALLED FABLE 

GOVERNMENT? 

_—— 

-_ 

TELL THEM WHAT YOU'VE te ere ly 
SO THAT WE CAN MAKE PREPARATIONS. JA 

E DON'T HAVE THAT MUCH W 
TIME. o 

TURN T'LL CONTINUE 

a— 
AND IN RE- 

TO KEEP YOUR OTHER 
PRIVATE MATTERS 4 

PRIVATE. ‘ 





AT THE 
WOODLAND 
THAT NIGHT... 

RESTACKING 
Books LIKE THE HE 

/, MR. NASTY 
MAYOR TOLD ME KNIGHT! He SCORED TO, WHEN HE : , , HE BOOKS RIGHT 

SPOKE! OUT OF MY 
HANDS! ‘ 

P 
= sew ew eee ee (== s> ee ee ee | if 

I FORGET. 
I WAS TOO STARTLED. 

BUT IT CAN'T BE ANYTHING 
Shey ’ 

ax HE HARDLY 
7 SPEAKS AT ALL. OR 
EVER. OTHERS HAVE 
CLAIMED TO HEAR HIM 
IN THE PAST, BUT T'VE 

)\_ NEVER HEARD HIM. 7 

DIDN'T (IMAGINE 112 WHEN I HEAR ARMORED 
Hl WORKING ALL ALONE IN } GHOSTS SPEAK OR SEE 

VA THIS VAST, SPOOKY PEOPLE KISS SOMEONE 
PLACE? ge \ THEY AREN'T MARRIED 

WY” 00 
YOU THINK I'M 

SOME DUMMY WHO 
DOESN'T NOTICE 
REAL THINGS? 

I NOTICE 
THINGS! 

Bue, 
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I KEEP 
| (9) ‘O THERE'S NO 

cia GENTLY. aie aoe Zz WAY TO WAKE GENTLY, 
WHEN THE FIRST THING I 

SEE IS A FURRY SNOUT FULL 
OF SHARP TEETH. CAN'T YOU 

AT LEAST NOT CLIMB ON 
TOP OF ME EACH 

YOU'D THINK ONE 
WOULD GET USED TO IT, 

EVENTUALLY. 
IN ANY 

CASE, MISS RED 
SAYS IT'S TIME TO GET 
UP. WE'VE LOTS TO DO 

TODAY, BREAKFAST'S ON 
THE TABLE AND, I QUOTE, 
"WE'RE BURNING DAy- 

LIGHT.” 

ARE YOu 
KIDDING ME? THE 
SUN'S BARELY 

UP. 

STINKY, PLEASE 
d TELL ROSE THERE'LL 

Fe eee OUT 4 BE ONE MORE FOR 
d { BREAKFAST. 



r/ YOU DOING SITTING 

YT ARRIVED LATE LAST NIGHT-- § 
OR VERY EARLY THIS MORNING. 
IN ANY CASE TI DIDN'T WANT TO 
WAKE ANYONE, SO TI THOUGHT 

I'D WAIT OUT HERE. 

YOU'RE AS 
COLD AS A STEEL 

RAIL! I'M SURPRISED 
YOU DIDN'T FREEZE 

—\ SOL/D OUT HERE / 
LAST NIGHT! 4 

OVER THE 
YEARS I CAN DEPOPULATE 

V OKAY, BLUE, ONLY I NEED TO ¥ 
HAVE A PRIVATE WORD WITH 
YOU OUT HERE FIRST. IT CAME 
UP HERE TO SEE YOU SPECIF- 

ICALLY, BECAUSE T NEED 
YOUR HELP. 

! GOOD, BECAUSE I WANT YOU 
TO TEACH ME HOW TO USE THE 
WITCHING CLOAK AND THE 

VORPAL SWORD. 

WITH THOSE T 
CAN GO BACK TO THE 

HOMELANDS LIKE YOU DID 

Ww — 

Ms 

ANP KILL EVERY GOBLIN I es i 
ENCOUNTER--BY THE THOU- fag 

\ SANDS, OR THE TENS 
OF THOUSANDS. 

me Single-handedly invading 
the Homelands. Third time's @ 

acharm. —/ 
4 77 



“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 

and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 

“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 
features fairy tale characters banished to the 

noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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~ 4 VOL. I: LEGENDS IN EXILE 

VOL. 2: ANIMAL FARM 

VOL. 3: STORYBOOK LOVE 

VOL. 4: MARCH OF THE WOODEN SOLDIERS 

VOL. 5: THE MEAN SEASONS 

VOL. 6: HOMELANDS 

VOL. 7: ARABIAN NIGHTS (AND DAYS) 

VOL. 8: WOLVES 

VOL. 9: SONS OF EMPIRE 

VOL. 10: THE GOOD PRINCE 

VOL. 11: WAR AND PIECES 

VOL. 12: THE DARK AGES 

VOL. 13: THE GREAT FABLES CROSSOVER 

1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 

FABLES VOL. 3: 

STORYBOOK LOVE 
FABLES VOL. 6: FABLES: 

HOMELANDS 1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 

WINNER OF TWO EISNER AWARDS » X 

RYBOOK LOVE 
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